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November 20, 2024City Council Meeting Agenda

CALL TO ORDER

INVOCATION

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL

II.  COUNCIL BUSINESS:

II.1 24-667 Approve the Agenda for the Swearing-In Ceremony on November 20, 

2024.

11-20-2024 Short Agenda ADA.pdfAttachments:

II.2 24-673 Approve a Resolution Certifying the Results of the November 5, 2024, 

General Election.

Resolution Certifying Election Results 2024.pdfAttachments:

II.3 24-675 Reaffirmation of District 2 Councilmember Lavander Hearn.

II.4 24-676 Reaffirmation of District 3 Councilmember Patricia Weeks.

II.5 24-677 Reaffirmation of Mayor Michael C. Blake.

II.6 24-674 Annual Appointment/Election of Deputy Mayor.

III.  ADJOURNMENT

IV.  NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC:
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This is a public meeting.  All interested parties may attend in person.  The facility wherein this public 

meeting will be held is accessible to the physically handicapped.  In accordance with the Americans 

With Disabilities Act, persons needing assistance to participate in any of these proceedings should 

contact the City Clerk of the City of Cocoa, listed below, at least 48 hours prior to the meeting:  Carie 

Shealy, City Clerk, 65 Stone Street, Cocoa, by telephone at (321) 433-8484 or via email at 

cshealy@cocoafl.org.  

Additionally, interested persons may view or listen to the meeting electronically at the following internet 

sites:

(1)   https://tinyurl.com/s5e875r or

(2) https://cocoa.legistar.com/DepartmentDetail.aspx?ID=26365&GUID=FF9D3369-D354-4FAB-800A -

57D0AEE30153&Mode=MainBody

However, the City is not responsible for technical difficulties that may occur while attempting to view or 

listen to the meeting on the internet.

Interested persons may submit their written comments or questions regarding the meeting prior to the 

meeting through Email at meetings@cocoafl.org, or via E-comments through the online agenda. Any 

electronic comments submitted will be made part of the meeting record. Written comments or 

questions not relevant to the Council meeting agenda will not be made part of the meeting record but 

will be maintained as public record.

Pursuant to Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes, the City hereby advises the public that:  if a person 

decides to appeal any decision made by the City Council with respect to any matter considered at its 

meeting or hearing, that person will need a record of the proceedings and for such purpose, affected 

persons may need to assure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, and such record shall 

include the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.  This notice does not 

constitute consent by the City for the introduction or admission into evidence of otherwise inadmissible 

or irrelevant evidence, nor does it authorize challenges or appeals otherwise not allowed by law.

Although members of the public are entitled to be heard by the City Council on certain items on the 

meeting agenda pursuant to the City Council Rules of Procedure, members of the public are not 

entitled to an immediate response by either administrative staff members or Council; however, the City 

Council or administrative staff may provide a response at their discretion.  When presenting before the 

City Council, all comments or questions should be directed to the Mayor or the chair of the meeting . 

Comments or questions should not be made directly to administrative staff without permission from the 

Mayor or chair.

Public debate by individual speakers from the audience on public hearing items shall be limited to three 

(3) minutes.  Applicants or representatives of recognized groups with special interests in a matter shall 

be limited to ten (10) minutes; and total debate on a single issue shall be limited to thirty (30) minutes.  

Only one presentation per person per item shall be allowed.  

A Council member may add an item to the agenda during the meeting only at the time the agenda is 

approved.  If the item requires action by the Council, then it may be added to the agenda by an 

affirmative vote of the Council, and written documentation must be submitted at the time the item is 

added to the agenda.  Matters may also be raised by the Council, City Manager or City Attorney under 

reports and acted upon by the City Council.

This agenda is posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board and at the Central Brevard Library and 

Reference Center in Cocoa for public review.
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65 Stone Street
Cocoa, FL 32922City of Cocoa

Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 124-667 Name:

Status:Type: Agenda Agenda Ready

File created: In control:11/16/2024 City Council

On agenda: Final action:11/20/2024

Title: Approval of the November 20, 2024 Swearing-in Ceremony Agenda.

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments: 11-20-2024 Short Agenda ADA.pdf

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM

Memo Date: November 16, 2024
Agenda Date: November 20, 2024
Prepared By: Monica Arsenault, City Clerk
Through: Stockton Whitten, City Manager
Requested Action:
Approve the Agenda for the Swearing-In Ceremony on November 20, 2024.

BACKGROUND:

N/A

STRATEGIC PLAN CONNECTION:

N/A

BUDGETARY IMPACT:

N/A

PREVIOUS ACTION:

N/A

RECOMMENDED MOTION:
Approve the Agenda for the Swearing-In Ceremony on November 20, 2024.
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This is a public meeting. All interested parties may attend. The facility wherein this 

public meeting will be held is accessible to the physically handicapped. In accordance 

with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing assistance to participate in 

any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk of the City of Cocoa, listed 

below, at least 48 hours prior to the meeting: Monica Arsenault, City Clerk, 65 Stone 

Street, Cocoa, by telephone at (321) 433-8488 or via email at marsenault@cocoafl.gov. 

 

 

AGENDA 

CITY OF COCOA 

Swearing In Ceremony 

 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2024 

5:30 P.M. 

 
City Council Chambers 

Cocoa City Hall 

65 Stone Street 

Cocoa, FL 32922 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER: 

Invocation 
Pledge 
Roll Call 

 
II. COUNCIL BUSINESS: 

 
1. Resolution Certifying the Results of November 5, 2024 General Election 

2. Reaffirmation of District 2 Council member- Lavander Hearn 
 
3. Reaffirmation of District 3 Council member- Patricia Weeks 

 
4. Reaffirmation of Mayor - Michael Blake 

 
5. Appointment/Election of Deputy Mayor 

III. ADJOURNMENT. 

 

Notice To The Public: 
 

mailto:marsenault@cocoafl.gov
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Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 124-673 Name:

Status:Type: Resolution Agenda Ready

File created: In control:11/19/2024 City Council

On agenda: Final action:11/20/2024

Title: Resolution Certifying the Results of the November 5, 2024, General Election.

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments: Resolution Certifying Election Results 2024.pdf

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM

Memo Date: November 19, 2024
Agenda Date: November 20, 2024
Prepared By: Monica Arsenault, City Clerk
Through: Stockton Whitten, City Manager
Requested Action:
Approve a Resolution Certifying the Results of the November 5, 2024, General Election.

BACKGROUND:

On November 5, 2024, the General Election was held.  In the City of Cocoa, Seat #2, Seat #3 and
the Mayor’s Seat were included in this election.  The Candidates and outcome for the General
Election were as follows:

District #2 Seat:
· Lavander Hearn: Unopposed

District #3 Seat:
· Patricia Weeks: Unopposed

Mayor’s Seat:
· Michael C. Blake 5,081

· George Allen Cowart 3,028

The attached Resolution has the Official Results attached for approval.

STRATEGIC PLAN CONNECTION:
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N/A

BUDGETARY IMPACT:

N/A

PREVIOUS ACTION:

N/A

RECOMMENDED MOTION:
Approve a Resolution Certifying the Results of the November 5, 2024, General Election.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2024-106 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF COCOA, FLORIDA, CERTIFYING THE 

RESULTS OF THE GENERAL ELECTION HELD ON 

THE FIFTH DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2024 RELATED TO 

THE ELECTION OF THE MAYOR SEAT, CITY 

COUNCIL DISTRICTS 2 AND 3, AND CITY 

REFERENDUM REGARDING AD VALOREM TAX 

ABATEMENT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 

REPEAL OF PRIOR INCONSISTENT RESOLUTIONS; 

AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

 WHEREAS, the Canvassing Board of Brevard County, Florida, together with 

the Supervisor of Elections, has examined the returns of the General Election  and 

the Referendum Election held on November 5, 2024; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Supervisor of Elections of Brevard County has certified to the 

City Council of the City of Cocoa the official results of the General Election and the 

Referendum Election (attached hereto as Exhibit A); and  

 

 WHEREAS, Lavander Hearn was unopposed for the City Council District 2 

seat in the General Election; and 

 

WHEREAS, Patricia Weeks was unopposed for the City Council District 3 seat 

in the General Election; and 

 

WHEREAS, Michael C. Blake and George Allen Cowart were to be voted on 

for the Mayor’s seat in the General Election; and  

 

WHEREAS, one (1) City referendum question was submitted by the City 

Council to the electorate for approval.  

 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Cocoa, Florida, deems it in the best 

interest of the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Cocoa to certify the results 

of the General Election and the Referendum Election held on November 5, 2024. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF 

THE CITY OF COCOA, as follows: 

 

 SECTION 1. Mayor. The following votes were cast by the electorate of the 

City of Cocoa, Florida, for the City Council Mayor’s seat: 

 

     TOTAL 

 

Michael C. Blake   5,081 

George Allen Cowart   3,028 

  

SECTION 2.  Council Seats 2 and 3. Having only one candidate who 

qualified for each Council Seat 2 and 3, a vote of the electorate for Council Seats 2 and 

3 was not necessary or required by law, and the results of the election are as follows: 
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Seat 2  Lavander Hearn Unopposed 

Seat 3  Patricia Weeks Unopposed 

 

 

SECTION 3. Referendum Question #1. The following votes were cast by the 

electorate of the City of Cocoa, Florida, for the following referendum question 

submitted for approval: 

 

Cocoa – Renewal of Economic Development Ad Valorem Tax 

Exemption 

 

Shall the City Council of the City of Cocoa continue to be authorized to grant, pursuant 

to s. 3, Art. VII of the State Constitution, property tax exemptions to new businesses 

and expansions of existing businesses that are expected to create, new full-time jobs 

in the City of Cocoa? 

 

The total number of ballots cast on the referendum question was 8,118, of which 6,136 

were yes and 1,982 were no. 

 

SECTION 4. Certifying Results. The City Council hereby certifies the voting 

results provided in Sections 1, 2 and 3 above. As a result, Michael C. Blake, having 

received the highest number of votes for Mayor, and Lavander Hearns and Patricia 

Weeks having run unopposed, are hereby duly elected to the City Council of the City 

of Cocoa.  

 

Further, having been approved by the electorate by majority vote, Referendum 

Question #1 shall hereby be given full effect.  

 

 SECTION 5. Repeal of Prior Inconsistent Resolutions. All resolutions or 

parts of resolutions in conflict herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of the 

conflict. 

 

SECTION 6. Severability. Should any section or provision of this resolution, 

or any portion hereof, any paragraph, sentence, or word be declared by a Court of 

competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the 

remainder hereto as a whole or part thereof to be declared invalid.  

 

SECTION 7. Effective Date. This resolution shall become effective 

immediately upon its adoption by the City Council of the City of Cocoa, Florida. 

 

ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Cocoa, Florida, in a Regular 

meeting assembled on the 20th day of November, 2024. 

 

 

             

       Michael C. Blake, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_________________________________  

Monica Arsenault, City Clerk 
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Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 124-675 Name:

Status:Type: Informational Item Agenda Ready

File created: In control:11/19/2024 City Council

On agenda: Final action:11/20/2024

Title: Reaffirmation of District 2 Councilmember Lavander Hearn.

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments:

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM

Memo Date: November 19, 2024
Agenda Date: November 20, 2024
Prepared By: Monica Arsenault, City Clerk
Through:
Requested Action:
Reaffirmation of District 2 Councilmember Lavander Hearn.

BACKGROUND:

STRATEGIC PLAN CONNECTION:

BUDGETARY IMPACT:

PREVIOUS ACTION:

RECOMMENDED MOTION:
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Cocoa, FL 32922City of Cocoa

Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 124-676 Name:

Status:Type: Informational Item Agenda Ready

File created: In control:11/19/2024 City Council

On agenda: Final action:11/20/2024

Title: Reaffirmation of District 3 Councilmember Patricia Weeks.

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments:

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM

Memo Date: November 19, 2024
Agenda Date: November 20, 2024
Prepared By: Monica Arsenault, City Clerk
Through:
Requested Action:
Reaffirmation of District 3 Councilmember Patricia Weeks.

BACKGROUND:

STRATEGIC PLAN CONNECTION:

BUDGETARY IMPACT:

PREVIOUS ACTION:

RECOMMENDED MOTION:
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Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 124-677 Name:

Status:Type: Informational Item Agenda Ready

File created: In control:11/19/2024 City Council

On agenda: Final action:11/20/2024

Title: Reaffirmation of Mayor Michael C. Blake.

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments:

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM

Memo Date: November 19, 2024
Agenda Date: November 20, 2024
Prepared By: Monica Arsenault, City Clerk
Through:
Requested Action:
Reaffirmation of Mayor Michael C. Blake.

BACKGROUND:

STRATEGIC PLAN CONNECTION:

BUDGETARY IMPACT:

PREVIOUS ACTION:

RECOMMENDED MOTION:
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65 Stone Street
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Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 124-674 Name:

Status:Type: Agenda Agenda Ready

File created: In control:11/19/2024 City Council

On agenda: Final action:11/20/2024

Title: Annual Appointment/Election of Deputy Mayor.

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments:

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM

Memo Date: November 19, 2024
Agenda Date: November 20, 2024
Prepared By: Monica Arsenault, City Clerk
Through: Stockton Whitten, City Manager
Requested Action:
Annual Appointment/Election of Deputy Mayor.

BACKGROUND:

Article III of the Cocoa City Charter states the following:

· Section 6. - Deputy Mayor; Senior Member of Council.

(a) The city council, annually, at the organizational meeting held on the eighth day after the date of
the general election, or at the second regular meeting held in November if there is no municipal
general election, shall elect from among its members, a deputy mayor. In the absence,
incapacitation, or disqualification of the mayor, or upon the mayor's refusal to act as directed by the
city council, the deputy mayor shall perform the duties of the mayor.

STRATEGIC PLAN CONNECTION:

N/A

BUDGETARY IMPACT:
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File #: 24-674, Version: 1

N/A

PREVIOUS ACTION:

Elections for Deputy Mayor have been held annually in accordance with the City Charter.

RECOMMENDED MOTION:
Annual Appointment/Election of Deputy Mayor.
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