MINUTES
City of Cocoa
Regular Meeting of The City Council

January 9, 2024

A Regular City Council Meeting was held on Tuesday, January 9, 2024, in Cocoa
City Hall, in City Council Chambers, located at 65 Stone Street, in Cocoa, Florida,
32922, as publicly noticed.

Scott Billue provided invocation and Lt. Dellatorre of Cocoa PD led the assembly
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Recording Secretary took the roll.

PRESENT: Michael C. Blake Mayor
Lavander Hearn Deputy Mayor
Matthew Barringer Councilmember
Alex Goins Councilmember
Lorraine Koss Councilmember
Anthony Garganese City Attorney
Stockton Whitten City Manager
Lori Chabot Recording Secretary

OTHER STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT:

Jack Walsh, Utilities Director; Charlene Neuterman, Community Services Director,;
Tammy Gemmati, Administrative Services Director; Evander Collier, Police Chief;
Rebecca Bowman, Finance Director; Jonathan Lamm, Fire Chief; Robert Beach,
Chief Technology Officer; and Jason Dowty, Help Desk Support Tech.

Approval of Agenda and Minutes:
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Agenda: Regular Meeting of January 9, 2024. (24-20).

MOTION by Deputy Mayor Hearn; Seconded by Councilmember Goins to
approve the agenda for the Regular meeting of January 9, 2024 as written.

THE VOTE ON THE MOTION WAS:

AYES: Blake, Hearn, Barringer, Goins, Koss

THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (5-0)

Minutes: Regular Meeting of October 24, 2023. (24-18).

MOTION by Councilmember Koss; Seconded by Councilmember Goins to
approve the minutes for the Regular meeting of October 24, 2023 as written
or with amendments.

THE VOTE ON THE MOTION WAS:
AYES: Blake, Hearn, Barringer, Goins, Koss
THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (5-0)

Awards and Presentations:

Informational Annual Investment Report for FY2023. (24-10). (Finance
Director)

Ms. Bowman introduced Financial Advisor, Mr. John F. Grady, Managing
Director of Public Trust Advisors. Mr. Grady presented’ an Economic Update
discussing portfolio strategies and various economic indicators for year 2024.

Mayor Blake thanked Mr. Grady for his presentation and congratulated Ms.
Bowman and her staff for their work.

Delegations:

Brad Whitmore, Cocoa, FL spoke regarding a successful Holiday Boat Parade. It
was the fourth year. However, they missed the Cocoa PD Police Boat. He also
gave an update on the Dog Park. He asked Council to consider keeping the trailer
parking spots in the Lee Wenner parking reconfiguration.

T Exhibit A: Economic Update Presentation
Exhibit B: City Council Finance Presentation
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(A)

Scott Billue, President of Matthews Hope, provided an update to Council on the
success of Matthew’s Hope and also wanted to clear up some misinformation. He
clarified that he does not own the development that Taylor Morrison is building.

Consent Agenda:
General Consent ltems:

To Approve Task Order 2024-07 with Carollo Engineers, Inc., Orlando, Florida, for
Design of the PLC Replacements at the Jerry Sellers Water Reclamation Facility.
(23-784). (Utilities Director)

s**This [tem is Confidential per FS 119.0725 and Not for Public Release*****

Approve a Resolution Amending the FY24 Budget, BAF #24-035-T, by way of a
transfer from General Fund Contingency, in the amount of $2,300 for the purposes
of updating the Highest and Best Use Appraisal for 915 Florida Ave. (23-794).
(Community Services Director)

Approval to modify the FY2024 pay plan. (24-04). (Administrative Services
Director)

Approve a Resolution Amending the FY24 Budget, BAF #24-037-A, in the amount
of $112,400, accepting the revenue from Florida City Gas (Pivotal Holdings, Inc.)
for the gas easement located at Lee Wenner Park to be allocated to General Fund
Contingency for additional Cocoa Village Parking and Street Parking, Project
(AFBP24). (24-08). (Community Services Director)

Approve a Resolution to Waive Competitive Bidding by way of Single Source to
Community Housing Initiative, Inc. of Melbourne for the construction of the five
homes in the Michael C. Blake Subdivision. (24-14). (Community Services
Director)

Announcement of Mayor Blake, Deputy Mayor Hearn and Councilmember Koss to
Attend the Florida League of Cities Legislative Action Days from January 28, 2024
- January 31, 2024. (24-17). (Administrative Services Director)

MOTION by Mayor Blake; Seconded by Deputy Mayor Hearn to approve the
Consent Agenda.

THE VOTE ON THE MOTION WAS:
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(B)

VI

AYES: Blake, Hearn, Barringer, Goins, Koss
THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (5-0)

Multi-Year Contracts:

Public Hearings:

Approve Ordinance on First Reading amending Section 2-26 of the City Code
regarding the qualification of candidates for City Council. (23-793). (City Attorney)

City Attorney Garganese shared that this is the First Reading of the Ordinance and
read the title into the record as follows:

Ordinance No. 02-2024

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COCOA, FLORIDA;
AMENDING SECTION 2-26 OF THE CITY CODE REGARDING THE ELECTION
QUALIFYING PERIOD REQUIREMENTS FOR THE OFFICE OF MAYOR AND
CITY COUNCIL IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 1 OF ARTICLE XVII OF THE
CITY CHARTER; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF PRIOR INCONSISTENT
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS, INCORPORATION INTO THE CODE,
SEVERABILITY AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Attorney Garganese stated this clarifies the qualifications required and more
clearly spells it out.

Mayor Blade stated that he liked that it is transparent and does not have any
problems with it.

Councilmember Koss thanked Attorney Garganese.
Mayor Blake opened the hearing to the public.

There being no questions or comments, the public portion of the hearing was
closed.

MOTION by Councilmember Koss; Seconded by Councilmember Goins to
approve Ordinance No. 02-2024 on First Reading.

THE VOTE ON THE MOTION WAS:
AYES: Blake, Hearn, Barringer, Goins, Koss
THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (5-0)
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Consider Petition filed by The Taylor Morrison of Florida, Inc., to create a
community development district pursuant to Chapter 190, Florida Statutes, known
as the Windward Preserve Community Development District. (24-15). (City
Attorney)

City Attorney Garganese shared that this is the First Reading of the Ordinance and
read the title into the record as follows:

Ordinance No. 01-2024

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 3 OF COCOA,
FLORIDA, ESTABLISHING THE WINDWARD 4 PRESERVE COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 5 PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 190, FLORIDA
STATUTES; 6 NAMING THE DISTRICT; DESCRIBING THE EXTERNAL 7
BOUNDARIES OF THE DISTRICT; DESCRIBING THE 8 FUNCTIONS AND
POWERS OF THE DISTRICT; 9 GRANTING SPECIAL POWERS; DESIGNATING
FIVE 10 PERSONS TO SERVE AS THE INITIAL MEMBERS OF THE 11
DISTRICT’S BOARD OF SUPERVISORS; PROVIDING A 12 SEVERABILITY
CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN 13 EFFECTIVE DATE.

Mayor Blake opened the hearing to the public.

Katie Delaney, Cocoa, FL, spoke on the Windward project. She stated the
residents are asking for smart development. The area is a country type of living,
with large properties. The development doesn’t seem responsible and the safety
issues are huge. Roads are also a concern. She asked about the road work on
524 as she had been to a TPO meeting in December and was told this project was
not on their list of projects.

Councilmember Koss asked and Attorney Garganese clarified what Council was
voting on.

Discussion continued among Councilmembers with regard to when an HOA takes
over and the role of the CDD.

Deputy Mayor Hearn stated that he hears her concerns and is very familiar with
the area. He asked if they had spoken with the County or County Commission.
She replied there were no phone calls returned.

Jere Earlywine, Tallahassee spoke on behalf of the Petitioner. The CDD is similar
to an HOA and there are a lot of advantages.

Councilmember Koss asked about the waste water system and in response, Mr.
Earlywine noted that the stormwater will stay with the CDD.

Additionally, Attorney Garganese provided further details and clarification.
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VII.

There being no further questions or comments, the public portion of the hearing
was closed.

MOTION by Mayor Blake; Seconded by Councilmember Goins, to approve
Ordinance No. 01-2024 on First Reading.

THE VOTE ON THE MOTION WAS:
AYES: Blake, Hearn, Barringer, Goins, Koss
THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (5-0)

Council Business:

. Consideration of the 2024 City Council meeting date additions and cancellations.

(23-760). (Administrative Services Director)

Councilmember Koss shared that she has an objection to the date of the State of
the City meeting. She added that doing it in the first quarter is better than late in
the year. She asked to move it to the first quarter of the year rather than in October
and asked for an amendment.

Mayor Blake asked staff about previous State of the City addresses. In response,
Ms. Gemmati stated that in the past the meetings were held individually.

Ms. Senger added that it was frequently done during the Economic Development
Update event. This was in December roughly. Ms. Gemmati clarified this year's
calendar dates was copied from the prior year, with the dates updated.

Mayor Blake stated that he doesn’t want to interfere with Councilmember Koss’s
District Meeting.

City Manager Whitten requested that if there are going to be district meetings, that
they be put on Council’s Calendar in order to manage staff.

MOTION by Mayor Blake; Seconded by Deputy Mayor Hearn to approve the
meeting date additions and cancellations. Each district will maintain their
meetings to meet with constituents and must place the dates on the
calendar.

THE VOTE ON THE MOTION WAS:
AYES: Blake, Hearn, Barringer, Goins, Koss

THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (5-0)
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VIIl.

City Business:
Multi-Year Contracts:
None.

Informational Agenda:

Bi-Weekly Report Covering December 8, 2023 - January 4, 2024. (24-09).
(Administrative Services Director)

Reports:

City Manager provided Councilmembers with an update about 211 Coquina Drive
in Cocoa.

Ms. Senger mentioned a January 27" event at Cocoa High and on Jan 31, 2024
the annual Economic Development update will take place.

Mayor Blake mentioned the legislation dates may interfere with this date.

Ms. Senger also shared that the website has a new chat box feature and provided
a demonstration.

Mayor Blake reminded all that January 15, 2024 is Martin Luther King Day.

Councilmember Koss commented on the update about Coquina Dr. and shared
her feedback with regard to the explosion reported at this house.

Mayor Blake shared that, along with a few members of the Police Department and
the Code Enforcement Director, he spoke with some of the residents in the
neighborhood.

Councilmember Koss announced that Shayla Murray is the new Director of Elevate
Brevard and is pleased to come on board. She has some great ideas.

Councilmember Koss stated that Pickle Ball is now at Travis Park on Tuesdays
and Thursdays.

Deputy Mayor Hearn also spoke about the issue with the fireworks.
Additionally, he added that he was at Bracco Pond and saw several beemats that
are responsible for cleaning the water. He recognized Mr. Studstill who saw him

at the pond and helped pick up trash.

Councilmember Barringer recalled that at a previous meeting, there were a lot of
questions and concerns with regard to Matthew's Hope and the surrounding
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XI.

neighborhood. To follow up on that, he went to the area and shared what he
observed. He also went to the water tower and the nearby homes. He visited and
talked with folks in the area and shared their suggestions. While our downtown is
the vibrant part of Cocoa, he added he also saw another heart of Cocoa.

Councilmember Goins thanked Councilmember Barringer for his follow up work
and due diligence.

Councilmember Goins shared photos of events he recently attended. He also
gave an update on Provost Park and the Michael C. Blake subdivision.

Mayor Blake discussed the homeless issue and that there are many 501C3’s on
our radar and they have a plan that will be shared with the public.

Mayor Blake also recognized reporter Mike Miller who wrote two great articles on
Cocoa and thanked him.

He announced the FLC legislative dates and discussed a specific bill to increase
homestead exemptions from $50K to $75K. He pointed out that there are many
questions about this. He also talked about House Bill 777 regarding water / sewer
fees and charges. The bill is to reduce fees but advised there are questions.

Lastly, he shared that the new Form 6 became effective January 15t and stressed
to be conscientious of this form.

Adjournment:

MOTION by Councilmember Barringer; Seconded by Mayor Blake, to adjourn
the Special meeting of January 9, 2024.

AYES: Blake, Hearn, Barringer, Goins, Koss
THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (5-0)

The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.

\
) M&/
|chael C. hlake Mayor
ATTEST:
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